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Abstract: Building height is the reflection of urban form and landscape‘ Especially in
historical cities, the control of building height is an important method to protect traditional
features. Meanwhile, the building height reflects social and economic development’
demands on land, so it is impractical to prohibit the increase of building height in
international cities. Taking the Greater London as an example, this paper discusses how to
balance the protection of historical environment and promote land development in a large
historical city. According to the urban planning system of London, the development plans
works as policy guidance and the development permission works as the implementation
mechanism. In this context, the control of building height is a multilayer system including
defining the nature of height, connecting the height control and purpose, clarifying the
boundary of height control, distinguishing the method and degree of control. These
methods are worth studying in the urban planning and management in China.
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