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Abstract: The paper reviews the urbanization history in Italy and
introduces the urban system as of today. With Emilia-Romagna
region being a case study, the paper argues that the Italian
“decentralized urbanization” model, with a balanced large-middle-
to-small city structure and multi-center urban system, where small
cities and enterprises comprise a major part of the country and stay
healthy as well as attractive despite of decades of globalization
and modernization, could be illuminating for China’s future
development path.
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