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The Practice and Its Implications of the Strategic Spatial Planning of Oostende, Belgium by Four-track

Approach
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Abstract: As an important method of urban
strategic spatial planning in Western Europe, Four-
track Approach can be seen as working tracks:
one for the future planning vision, a second for the
short-term and long-term actions, a third for the
involvement of the key actors, and finally a fourth
track for a more permanent process involving the
broader public in major decisions. In this paper,
the experience of the strategic spatial planning
of Oostende is summed up, and main features
of the application of Four-track Approach are
generalized, which provides a new perspective and

some valuable suggestions for the improvement of
the domestic strategic planning.
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