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Abstract: This paper makes a historical review
of land use control in the USA. It has experienced
the development from zoning in the first half
of the 20th Century, through rational planning
after WWII and later historic preservation and
aesthetic regulation, to new urbanism and form-
based code in the 1990s. In the 21st Century, land
use control in the USA pays more attention to the
environmental protection and is embracing the
regulatory philosophies of decentralization in the
19th Century.
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