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Abstract: The beginning of the 21st century has witnessed dramatic
reconstruction of space, and the most significant one is the rapid
expansion of urban agglomeration areas. The urban has taken the
planetary form in social, economic, political and urban environmental
aspects, broken the longstanding geographic segmentation or division (city
and rural, global south and global north, social and natural). However,
traditional urban theories have limited explanatory power for emerging
urban landscape. Recent urban studies pay high attentions to “planetary
urbanization” to re-conceptualize urban theories per se. In this vein, this
paper reviews recent progress in the study of planetary urbanization in
earlier 21st century, including the new situation of planetary urbanization,
new theories under planetary urbanization and theses on the re-
conceptualization of urban theories. Against the context of theorizing

and practicing new urbanization construction in China, this paper also

contributes to the literature of the development of urban theory in China.
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