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Ecophronesis and Actionable Ecological Knowledge
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Abstract: Ecological knowledge and research are abundant, but never efficiently
applied in landscape practices (planning, design and management). This paper
addresses the fundamental differences between “deconstructed” ecological
studies and “holistic” landscape practices, and then explores actionable ecological
knowledge from the perspective of ecophronesis. Actionable ecological knowledge
is defined as relative knowledge that can specifically solve sustainable development
of certain places, which covers three key aspects including problems, intentions
and methods. Actionable ecological knowledge can arise from empirical knowledge
based on site investigation, or experimental knowledge from precedents of
practices or reclassified knowledge from ecological theories and studies. Based on
actionable ecological knowledge, ecophronesis can be considered as a strategic
balance among site problems, stakeholder intentions and relevant methods, as well
as a tactical process to incorporate actionable ecological knowledge into sustainable
decision making. The key characteristics of ecophronesis are about safe to fail and
onssite inspiration. The formulation of ecophronesis is a progressive procedure in
utilizing actionable ecological knowledge based on on-site inspiration for safe to fail
experiments. Ecophronesis starts from imperfectness. Many ecological problems
are caused by not ethnics but desires, not knowledge but behaviors.
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